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 MR.  EZRA TESHOME                                                

 

Ezra Teshome is an entrepreneur who has earned accolades worldwide for his philanthropic endeavors and efforts within Africa 

to impact the lives of children. He is passionate about global health issues, particularly focusing on the eradication of polio and 

bringing clean water to villages in rural Ethiopia. He has served notably on the board of several organizations, including a 

university. He has an impeccable reputation as a selfless, dedicated, tireless, and humble advocate for the people of Ethiopia. 

Professionally, Ezra has built a successful insurance and financial services business for over 25 years. In addition, he has built 

and restored several homes while building a real estate and investment portfolio. As a testament to his contributions to society, 

Ezra has been awarded with many of the highest honors in his community.  

 

Ezra Teshome was born and raised in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia as the oldest of 12 children to Ato Teshome Mulat and Wezero 

Abebech Tafesse. As the oldest child, he learned responsibility as he arose early to work on the family dairy farm and assisted 

his father with the management and deliveries. His early years instilled in him the strong work ethic he maintains to this day. He 

attended Cathedral School and graduated from Medhanealem High School. After completing high school, he immigrated to the 

United States in 1971 to attend college. Ezra attended Highline Community College and graduated from Seattle University 

receiving his B.A. in Political Science and Pre Law.  

 

After college, Ezra joined State Farm Insurance and his diligence led to his promotion to Fire Claims Superintendent. In 1982, he 

opened his own insurance agency in Seattle and continues to operate that business specializing in all lines of insurance and 

financial services. Due to his constant community involvement, State Farm bestowed the Pacific Northwest Zone’s “Building Our 

Brand” Award upon him in 2007.  

 

Ezra is committed to make a difference in the world and empowering people to realize their dreams. He has served as a board 

member of several organizations including the African American Service (Catholic Community Service), Hospice of Seattle, 

Seattle University’s Arts & Sciences Leadership Council and as a trustee of the Seattle Biomedical Research Institute. Currently, 

he sits on the board of the Northwest African American Museum and Seattle University’s Business and Entrepreneurship School. 

Ezra joined the University Rotary Club in 1984 and served as committee chairs, board member and president of the Club. Rotary 

International has the motto “Service Above Self” which accurately describes Ezra’s attitude toward life. Currently, he serves as 

the Assistant Governor to District 5030 of Rotary International.  

 

During his year as club president, he attended a peace conference that was held in Addis Ababa by Past President of Rotary 

International, Glen Kinrose. During the conference, he witnessed the extreme level of poverty and was compelled by the need to 

help along with his fellow Rotarians. The next year, he arranged a trip to Ethiopia and took 10 Rotarians to work on low cost 

shelter houses and establish a microbanking loan system for the occupants of these homes. Furthermore, they built and 

dedicated a library for the residents and children of that new community. Through their hard work, Ezra and the Rotarians 

coordinated the donation of all of the books to fill that library. At that time, he pledged to the Rotarians in Addis Ababa that he 

would return with several Rotarians from his district to participate in the National Immunization Days program in Ethiopia.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

 

In 1998, Ezra Teshome and Past District Governor, Rosemary Aragon led 64 Rotarians from District 5030 and helped to 

vaccinate over 11 million children against polio. This trip connected the Rotarians with their passion for community service and 

they developed a wonderful relationship with the community in Ethiopia. Ezra also connected with a local Seattle TV anchor, 

Penny LeGate, to cover the work that Rotarians are doing in Ethiopia. Together, they were able to provide a voice to the polio 

disease that crippled Ethiopian children. Penny highlighted Ezra and his extraordinary work in Ethiopia with several TV news 

stories over the years on KIRO 7 News.  
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Understanding the importance of Rotarians’ involvement, Ezra has continued to arrange a bi-annual a trip to Addis Ababa every 

year from the US & Canada. His effort has led to 600 Rotarians each vaccinating over 100 or more children per day by going 

door to door and village by village in the most rural areas of Ethiopia. The success of the trip brought people from several Rotary 

Districts in the US and Canada to join the effort to eradicate polio. Twice a year, he is instrumental in bringing much needed 

resources, medical donations, and willing volunteers to Ethiopia to share their time and talents with the local people. His 

exemplary leadership and compassion for the children of Ethiopia inspired the documentary After the Rains: Pursuing Polio to 

the Ends of the Earth by Jack Hamman, an award-winning filmmaker. This documentary highlights Ezra’s pursuit of ridding 

Ethiopia and all of Africa of polio and includes a message from Bill Gates, Jr. Ezra was invited to be in attendance as The Gates 

Foundation announced their commitment to eradicating polio with a generous financial contribution to Rotary. Through this 

connection and Ezra’s leadership, they are winning the fight against polio once and for all.  

 

In 2004-05, Ezra was also a Co-Chair to coordinate a comprehensive effort to raise awareness and significant funds for safe 

water in the most critical areas of Ethiopia. Through Ezra’s efforts, over $500,000 in a matching grant was raised and clean water 

projects will be implemented in the coming years for 37 different villages benefiting over 75,000 people in rural Ethiopia, 

providing clean water and sanitation to several villages. To date, several clean water wells have been installed in small villages.    

 

For his effort in fighting polio and poverty, Time Magazine has recognized him as a Global Health Hero. He has also received the 

Distinguished Alumni Award from Highline Community College, the International Service Award for a polio-free world from the 

Rotary Foundation, the Spirit of Liberty Award from the Ethnic Heritage Council, the Rotary District 5030 Rotarian of the Year 

Award and the MLK Distinguished Service Award from the University of Washington Health Science Center. In November, the 

World Affairs Council will recognize him as the 2010 World Citizen Award Winner for his outstanding leadership in the area of 

global health and educating others about a treatable disease. This is the highest award given to any resident of Washington state 

and he is the first African to receive the honor.  

 

Ezra has emerged as a leader in the local Ethiopian community and is well-respected as a trusted, fair-minded, and responsible 

elder. As one of the earliest Ethiopian immigrants to settle in Seattle, he has guided the community through the development and 

growth of the past 30+ years. He was the Committee Chairman for the building of St.Gebriel Church who found the location, 

helped raise funds, oversaw the building process and implemented the opening working alongside the church elders. As a board 

member of NAAM, he facilitated the recent presentation of a yearlong museum exhibit highlighting local Ethiopian-Americans 

and their achievements and culture. He continues to provide support, guidance, and encouragement to the local Ethiopian 

community and has mentored and counseled many young Ethiopians looking for professional, entrepreneurial, and social 

advancement opportunities.  

 

Ezra has been married to Yewubdar “Yobi” for over 30 years and has four children, including 3 daughters Selome, Hewan, and 

Sophia and 1 son Zacharias and a grandson, Isaac. His family is his greatest pride and joy and all of his children are successful 

college graduates who retain strong ties to their Ethiopian heritage. He enjoys many outdoor activities such as soccer, basketball 

and running, and can frequently be seen jogging in the streets of Addis Ababa bright and early in the morning when he visits. 

SEED salutes Mr. Ezra Teshome as a humanitarian and a Rotarian who helped save the lives of 
so many Ethiopian children by fighting against polio and poverty, for his inspiring 

entrepreneurial leadership  and academic accomplishments, in recognition of his community 

services by providing his support for educational, cultural, & other programs in our community, 

in appreciation of his financial & material support by providing hope for  the less fortunate 

young Ethiopians, for his efforts to bring clean water to deprived villages in Ethiopia, as a role 

model to Ethiopians in the Diaspora, in acknowledgment of his civic responsibilities  and 

demonstrated love of country, and for all of his distinctive attributes 


