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Aklilu Demessie holds M.S in Engineering Mechanics and B.S in 
Civil Engineering from Case Western Reserve University in 
Cleveland, Ohio. He started his professional career at Cleveland 
Pneumatic Company as a Stress Analyst and progressed to 
Supervisory position in the Engineering Department over the 
years. Mr. Demessie worked as a Senior Engineer/Group Leader at 
the former Goodrich Landing Gear (designer, manufacturer and 
supplier of aircraft landing gear and components-Military and 
Commercial). He has over 35 years of experience as a professional 

in this area. Currently, he is a Senior Product/Material Review Board Engineer at the United 
Technologies Aerospace Systems. Mr. Demessie is a U.S Citizen and a Board member of the 
Menelik Foundation in Cleveland and an active member of the core group that has helped 
establish a Sister Cities agreement between the city of Cleveland and Bahir Dar, Ethiopia. In 
addition Mr. Demessie is a member of the board of the International Community Council and 
Worldwide International Network (ICC-WIN) of Cleveland Ohio in which 121 countries are 
represented. He has served as the President of the Northeast Ohio Ethiopian Community 
Association (NEOECA), President of the Ethiopian Cleveland Connection (ECC) in the 1990s. Mr. 
Demessie is one of the founding Board members of The Society of Ethiopians Established in the 
Diaspora (SEED). For more on SEED, visit: www.ethioseed.org. He is the Secretary of SEED and 
has served in this position for the last 22 years. 


